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I.—Foreian Porrrros. 


A CORRESPONDENT of the Roenama-i-Mukasdas Hablul Mateen [Calcutta | of the 1 Hat a ne 
10th and 17th May sends to that paper the following 1. it ga nd. 


A petition to the Kaiser by the zubstance of a petition submitted by way of an 
Le appeal by the Mukemmeden subjects of Russia to the 
Kaiser, which. was brought to him for translation at Berlin, where he had been 
on business, and to which he gives 1 with a view to attract the notice 
of the Powers, mera England and America. The petition is alleged to 
recount the privileges which the Muhammaden sub} of the Ozar hitherto 
enjoyed, but of which they have now been deprived by Imperial orders which 
have imposed. various disabilities on them. , f 

The Muhammadans had a law court at Wafa presided over by three Kazts 
and one Mufti since the time of Empress Catharine (1282). Under a recent 
Imperial ukase the Mufti must be a graduate of a Russian Uiversity, but such a 
man would be ignorant of the Muhammadan religion and would not therefore 
be able to do his duty properly. The Muftiship of Orenburg is now held by 
such a graduate. A knowledge of the Russian language has for the first time 
been made compulsory for a Judge of a 1 court of justios. 

Russian Civil Courts are now made to decide questions affecting 
Muhammadan inheritance hitherto decided by Muhammadan Courts, and 
it is feared questions regarding marriage and divorce will also be decided 
by them. | 3 

: Muhammadans of certain places have been ordered to accept Christianity 
and desist from preaching the Koran, and also to solemnize their marriages, 
etc., according to Christian rites. Anyone violating the above order is to be 
banished the country. This is a sure indication of the Russian determination. 
to expel Islam from Russia. 

Russian is to be taught in Ruusian primary schools, to the great dis- 
advantage of the Muhammadans of Tartary. 

Muhammadan edueational institutions, for which Government does not 
pay a farthing, are being forcibly affiliated to Russian Universities. 

The Muhammadans are being compelled to adopt Christian names. 

Such is the tyranny and oppression of the Russian rule, under which the 
Muhammadans have been deprived not only of their landed property but of 
ether rights and privileges, their wakf property has been confiscated, and 
they are being sent to the Far East to fight Russia’s enemies. 


The petitioners are surprised that other European Powers should be 
tolerating such a state of things in Russia. 


2. The Daily Hitavadi [Caleutta] of the 10th May writes as follows: 
— els The sight of the Prime Minister of Nepal 
| 1 a considering himself blessed on receiving the title 
G. C. S. I. from the English as a reward of his enmity to the Tibetans, brings a 

blush of shame to our face. The true value of the friendship of the English 
is not unknown to the Nepalese. The English Government professed unalloyed 
friendship and promised help in danger to the late Jung Bahadur in return for 
the invaluable _ which he had rendered to the English at the time of the Sepoy: 
Mutiny. But when after his death his widow, helpless-and forlern, sought 
the help of Lord and Lady Dufferin in the Government House at Calcutta, 
she was simply turned away. Even now when the British Resident at Nepal 
1s speaking of deep friendship between the Government of that country and 
the Government of India, the Englishman newspaper is showing uneasiness at 
the fact-that the Nepalese possess 36 pieces of good cannon.. This shows what 
the friendship of the English is worth. It is to be hoped that their friendship. 


with the present Prime Minister of Nepal will not be respected’ in the same 
manner as that with the late Jung Bahadur. 


3. In publishing an account of the Darbar held at Khatmandu, ir 


connection with the investiture of the Prime 

=e hee — Minister of Nepal, the Bharat Mitra N 

the 13th May notices the presence of the Maharaja Adhiraj at the Darbar 
and his coming down from his throne to offer ydn and attar to the Resident 
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had a salute of guns both on his arrival at and departure from the Darbar. 
From ‘ai avails 7 aig paper concludes that time has wrought a change in the 


Court of Nepal too. | 

4. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 12th May says that the Viceroy ought 
not to have refused an interview to the Japanese 
Consul who had come to Simla to express sympathy 
with the sufferers from the earthquake, on the 
aaf that he was indisposed, seeing that indisposition did not prevent him 


rom attending the farewell entertainment to which Colonel Baring was treated. 


5, Referring to Mr. Louis Dane’s statement to Reuter's representative 

‘ ‘ that there is no 2 of Russian intrigue or influence 

Alleged Russian influenes in in Afghanistan, the same paper says that the 

b allegations made by the Government of India about 
Russian influence in Tibet and Afghanistan have thus been proved to be false. 


6. Referring to the interview of Reuter’s representative with Mr. Dane, 
the Hitavarta [Calcutta] of the 14th May says that 
False prophets. our rulers were speaking of Russian advance into 
Tibet and Afghanistan, but the facts have falsified their utterances. . 


7. In a long article on frontier defence and the subsidy paid by the 
Government of India to the Amir, the same paper 
points out that if the Amir means to enjoy the 


The Viceroy's refusal to see the 
Japanese Consul. 


Afghan politics. 


‘confidence of the British Government he must come to an understanding with 


them on the following points, in order to continue to get the subsidy paid by 
the Government :— 


(1} To construct railways from Chaman to Kandahar and from 
, Peshawar to Kabul, and to provide Herat, Kandahar, Kabul 
and Central Asia with lines of telegraphic communication. 

2) To break off all connection with the tribes on the Indian frontier. 

8 To assist the British Government in punishing the Afridis and 
Wazirs when occasion requiries for the sake of his own interest, 
If the Government, when entering into an agreement with the 

„ late Amir, had made it a condition for the payment of the subsidy 

that the Amir would spend a portion of it in suppressing any rising 
of the frontier tribes, they would not have had to suffer so much 
loss of money. So long as the Indian and the Afghan armies are 
not united, so long will there be no real friendship between the 
Government and the Amir. 


8. The Hindi Bangavas [Calcutta] of the 15th May says that Reuter’s 

ie representative had an interview with Mr. Dane, 

en but he could not obtain any important information 

as regards the Afghan Mission. There is no help for it. One must patiently | 

wait till one gets more information, Some day it will be known what facilities 
for British commerce the Mission has secured in Afghanistan. 

In reference to the activity shown by the Governor of Herat in making 


arrangements to check the Russian advance, the same paper observes that such 


activity on the part of Afghanistan just after the return of the British Mission 
from ‘ 


bul may not be considered as very ex nary, 


. 


II. —-Houn ADMINISTRATION, 


(a — Police. 


9, The Faridpur Hi tais ini 1 of the 28th April writes :— 
ukshudpur, Bahara, Baikia Madhi, Chak- 
chandi, Banagram, etc., are situated on the banks 
of the Kumar stream, which is the only source of pure drinking-water available 
to these 1 ote villages. Under the circumstanees, it is extremely regrettable 
thet fcr ming 2 fehermen = defiling the water by throwing et 2 
and twigs into it. They are also making navigation dangerous b 
bamboo sticks in the bre under the sarkave 4 water. * * 


A complaint about water - supply. 


* 
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10. 4 correspondent of the Dacca Frakash [Dacca] of the 14th May says 

9 . a that the muchis of the Kawalipara village naive 

Pollution of river and khal the Sabha thana in the Dacca district wash and 
water in the Dace district. cleanse raw hide in the — rape tiger 
an khal, and at all the ghats, although there are four ghate set apart for 
— articularly. The muchis are also in the habit of not burning, or only 
partially burning, the bodies of their dead and throwing them into the river or 
the khal. All this, besides causing the greatest inconvenience to the local 
people, seriously endangers their health, especially in times of e idemics. 
11. A correspondent of the Kasipur Nivasi [Barisal] of the 10th May 
) draws attention to the increasing prevalence of 
Thefts in certain villages in thefts in a number of villages under thana Mehendi- 
„ ganj in district Backergunge. ‘The following cases 
are reported:—(1) In the month of Magh last, property of the value of over a 
thousand rupees was stolen from the house of Guru Nath Sen he K. a 
kaviray of village Sahaspur; (2) almost at the same time a daylight theft was 
committed at Syamer Hat Bandar; (3) last year Brindaban Chandra Jugi of 
village Syed Khali was the victim of a theft.. All these cases were duly 
diarised in the thana, but in none of them have the culprits come to light. So 
much for the big cases. As regards the cases of petty theft, where the property 
stolen does not exceed ten or twenty rupees in value, they are said to have 
become matters of almost daily occurrence. The thieves have made it a 
practice before commencing operations to kill the watch-dogs which are 
employed by some people to guard their houses. 
12. The Mihir-o-Sudhakar [ Calcutta] of the 12th May complains that in the 
; named ‘ Prithwiraj,” which was recentl 
aie N play in a gtaged on the boards of the Grand ‘I'heatre in 
ee Harrison Koad in Calcutta, certain expressions like 
Javans, Mlechhas, etc., are applied to Musalmans, which are considered insulting 
by that community. The Musalmans who witnessed the performance came 
away highly irritated. Redress is solicited at the hands of the Commissioner 
of Police, Calcutta. | 

13. The Howrah Hitaisht [Howrah] of the 13th May reports, on the 
authority of a correspondent, that gambling has for 
a long time past been carried on on a large scale 
on the Khurut Road in Howrah near Kali Babu’s Bazar, Every one of the 
gamblers bere is a notorious budmash. The play is carried on every Saturday 
and Sunday in daytimeon the public street, and passing pedestrians are decoyed 
into taking part in the game and thus forced to part with their money and 
other vuluable belongings. 

14. The Hitavarta [Calcutta] of the 14th May has the following :— 

Lord Curzon iu his budget speech found fault 
with the native papers for condemning the proposed 
reform of the Indian police on the ground that Europeans will u larger 
share of the money set apart for the purpose. ‘I'he Police Department will thus 
be in the hands of a few white people who, being quite ignorant of the manners 
and customs of the country, will be mere puppets in of the hands of subordinates 
like Osman Ali Daroga and Superintendent Mr, Reilly. If the Indians are 


Gambling in Howrah. 


The proposed police reform. 


not destined to get the higher appointments in the police, no educated man of a 


respectable family will ever care to enter the police service. . 


15. Referring to the case in which a milch cow belonging to another 
was detained by the Sub-Inspector of Krishnagar, 
the same paper says :— : | 

If it be a fact that the Sub-Inspector Babu kept 
the cow and used its milk, the explanation submitted by him to the local 
Magistrate was quite false. The Sub-Inspector Babu acted unlawfully by 
detaining the cow instead of sending it to a red (Calot 


Theft of a cow by a Sub- 
Inspector of Police. 


16. A correspondent of the Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 15th May 
111 notices a circular which is said to have been recently 
| issued from the office of the In 

of Police, Bengal, to all District Superintendents of Police. The purport of this 

circular is that writer-constubles whose age exceeds 30 years, and also those 

writer-constables who, though they may be below 30, do not know English, 
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should be “ reverted to ordinary constables” and in their stead new men taken in 
ing a knowledge of English up to the University Entrance standard. It 
1 —— out that the majority of these writer - oonstables are men of respectable 
parentage, who had never served as ordinary constables and who had entered the 
force as writer-constables with the prospect of future advancement. Reference 
is made to the hardship of casting adrift upon the world men who are advanced 
in years, who have served for ten to fifteen years with credit in the force, 
and had at times perhaps temporarily acted at head-constables and even ag 
Sub- Inspectors. a a 
Lastly, attention is drawn to the injustice of setting them aside owing to 
their ignorance of English, seeing that at the time of their appointment they 
were not warned that any such qualification would be expected of them. 


( — Working of the Courts. 


17. The Rangpur Vartavaha [Rangpur] of the 5th May has the 
R os — ne 
. Sguass & fepe overnment intends acquiring a piece of land 
ee near the Rangpur theatre-house and converting it 
into a model farm, These model farms mean simply oppression of the poor 


and stimulating the euthusiasm of the flatterers of Government. The Deput 


Magistrate, Mr. Abdul Malek, has turned out the poor cultivators from their 
houses, aud even of the small compensation ~~ were awarded by him, he is 
now demanding a refund of portions on the plea of excess payment. For this 
purpose he is sending chaprasts to their houses. Does Mr. Malek look upon 
this town as outside the pale of law? What right has he to threaten and 
terrorise people ? 

18. The Hitavadi ; Calcutta} of the 12th May says that recently a case, 

1 Ram Sundar Singh versus Lachiram, was en, 

— a heard in the Court of Maulvi Bazlal Karim, Thi 
Presidency Magistrate, Calcutta. But just as Mr. A. C. Banerji, Counsel for 
the defendant, began his address to the Court, the Maulvi Saheb commenced 
writing his judgment without giving a hearing to the Counsel’s words. At 
this Mr. Banerji said that if the Court had previously come to a conclusion in 
relation to the case it was useless for him to address it. Hearing this the 
Maulvi Saheb stopped his pen for a while, but just as Mr. Banerji resumed 
his address, he too resumed writing his judgment. Mr. Banerji was therefore 
obliged to stop and sit down, seeing that the Maulvi Saheb was biased in 
favour of the police. Why was a man like the Maulvi made a Presidency 
Magistrate? What was there in his conduct that charmed the authorities? 
How long will he be allowed to indulge in judicial vagaries? 

19. The Hitavarta [Calcutta] of the 14th May says that it is very rarely 
seen that the same punishment is awarded to a white 
as well as a black man for similar offences, hence 
the necessity of recording such cases. The other day a white man charged 
with a heinous offence was convicted and sentenced to 8 years’ rigorous 
imprisonment, The same punishment had been awarded to a black man for 4 
similar offence a few days before. 

20. Commenting upon the judgment in the tramway conductor's case, 

the same paper says thatit is an apt illustration 
1 1 41 the Ronayne of the judgments given by the Musalman Tae 
. during the Musalman rule in India, for English 
officers sometimes remind us of these kazis and boast of their having established 
peace and justice in this country. 8 

Is not the judgment in the case Captain Ronayne versus Hussain Raza 
something like a kazi’s judgment? Can such judgments inspire faith in the 
English poople? The fact is whenever there is a case between a white and 
a black man you see: miscarriage of justice. One is surprised to see that 
Englishmen do not care to stop if. 

21. The Daily Hitavadé | Calcutta] of the 17th May takes 2 to * 

The traz a judgment delivered by the District Judge 

e n 985 Alipore in the e conductor's case. He 
upheld the conviction of the conductor simply on the supposition that Captain 


Fair play and no favour. 
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s could not tell a lie. It is incomprehensible why the Judge con- 
siderel: Captain Ronayne a saint and the native conductor ca ble of telling 
any amount of falsehood: All this leads people to believe that the Judge has 
apheld the conviction, but reduced the sentence to a nominal one of a fine of 
Rs. 5 simply from consideration of upholding 8 Ronayne’s dignity. 
It must be acknowledged on all hands that the District Judge was led by 
racial projudices to cause a miscarriage of justice in this case. 


22. The Basumati [Calcutta] of the 13th May makes the following 

inquiries with reference to the question of the 

1 and the School of management of the Calcutta School of Art under 
Mr. Havell :— 


(1) Whether it is not a fact that Mr. Havell has raised the fees for the 
training classes in the Higher Arts from the old rate of three to 
five rupees? What can explain this action of his except an 
unjust desire to favour the Technical Arts at the expense of thé 
Fine Arts ? 

(2) Whether the rule which provides that selected students are to be 
given lessons in Anatomy and Landscape Painting is observed in 
practice or not ? he 3 

(3) If the extra expense of maintaining a class of instruction in the 
Higher Arts be the justification for the increase of fees for this 
class, why are not the services of a special instructor for this 
class permanently secured? What can be the justification for 
charging increased fees without providing for improved teaching 
in return ? 

(4) Is the work in the modelling classes proceeding as of old? Is -high- 
class modelling still in existence in the school? If not, why 
was it abolished by Mr. Havell ? 

(5) Is it not a fact that when the students of the modelling classes press 
‘seriously for instruction, all they can get is a few grudging 
lessons in elementary modelling or technical modelling ? 

(6) Does the teacher employed for the modelling classes draw any pay 
as such? And is he not in practice compelled to act as instructor 
in the technical design class ? 

(7) Is it not a fact that the methods suited only for instruction in the 
Technical Arts are now being adopted also in the classes for 
instruction in the Fine Arts? 

(8) Is it not a fact that a scholarship-holder who wishes to study in the 


Fine Arts classes is made to refund the whole amount of the 
scholarship he has drawn ? 


23. A correspondent at Bangavasi an of the 13th May expresses 

; : the opinion that the series of New Orient 
wee er denen for Benge asda prepared by Messrs. Macmillan & Co. 
are unsuited to be prescribed as text-books for 


Bengali boys. Reference is made to the following passages occurring in one 
of these readers: . 


„A few evenings before it (the marriage) was to take place, the bride and bridegroom 
were walking together near the village green where several young people were dancing.” 
= * * * 


“Look,” exclaims the bride, with a laugh, “that is my little maid-servant: merril 
she is dancing, and thinks herself so fine =. n | e 5 
* * 2 2 0 

„The bridegroom began to reflect that an industrious young maid 
3 be poor, would make a better wife than a careless idle A dy with Rn 
So he told his bride be would not marry her and married the industrious maid - servant.“ 


And it is pointed out that no Bengali, nor any Indian either, knows that a youth 
can choose his own wife without any reference to his parents, or that young 
men and women dance on the village green, or, further, that a bride and a 
bridegroom walk together in public, These are things never done by Indians, 
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et in the illustrations in the bock, the figures of the bride and bridegroom 
ca in Indian dress and not in European. It is, besides, stated that it is 
undesirable to discuss a topic like the choice of a wife with children. 

Reference is next made to the Weaver Stories in another of these readers, 
in one of which, a weaver and his wife are made out to be exceedingly silly 
creatures. This way of making out their caste-people to be fools is calculated 
to offend and mortify those weavers’ sons who study in the same class with 
Brahmans and Kayasthas. | 

In connexion with the same “ Weaver Stories,” attention is drawn to the 
incongruity of the pictorial illustration which occurs in the fourth story, in which 
a Hindu woodman and a Hindu weaver are represented as standing by a grave, 
while the fact is that burial is practised only by Musalmans in this country. 

As a final proof of the undesirability of placing these books in the hands 
of Hindu boys, the following passage is quoted :—- 

„He travelled on, and came to a little public house, where a friend of his was sitting on 
a bench, drinking. He invited Robinet to take a draught.” | 

It is urged that Hindu ideas of propriety forbid the mention of the subject 
of drinking in the presence of little boys. 

The correspondent claims to have shown from the above that no reader 
prepared by a European can be suitable for reading by Indians even though 
they are specially meaat for this purpose. What then is the way out of the 
difffoulty ? One way would be to revert tothe use of the readers (six in 
number) published under the auspices of the School Book Society fifty or sixty 
years ago specially for use by Bengalis boys. These books contained few things 
unintelligible to Bengalis or which they might have scruples to study. Their 
lessons were of a general character, without any special use of foreign modes 
of thought and action. These books might be reprinted or new books on 
similar lines prepared, in the writing of which both Europeans and Bengalis 
might co-operate. | a 

Another suggestion is to have books written in English by qualified 
Bengalis, by men like Sir G. D. Banerji, Mr. N. N. Ghose, Babu Kisoii 
Mohan Ganguly, etc. The lessons in these books, instead of being couched in 
general terms, should have a strong local colouring, so to speak, which will 
have the effect of creating an interest in the minds of the boys studying them. 
And such local colouring can be supplied only by accurate local knowledge 
which can never be possessed by a European. A book like Babu Chandra 
Nath Bose’s “‘ Lower Reader” * the lines on which these suggested books 
should be written. 


(e) Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


24. The Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 18th May complains of the 
insufficiency of light on the Harrison Road, which 
is again partially extinguished after 12 o’clock, and 
of the bad condition of its footpaths. Heaps of. rubbish and. sweepings are to 
be found on the road. | 


A municipal complaint. 


(g)—Ratlways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


25. A correspondent writing from Akyab to the Jyoti [ Chittagong] of the 
4th May makes the following allegations :— 
It appears that on the 23rd April last, it was 
notified at Akyab that on that day at 10-30 4 M., a steamer belonging to Messrs. 
Mackinnon, Mackenzie & Co. was to leave for Chittagong. In response to this 
2 about 800 passengers purchased their tickets and arrived at the 
ridge in order to get into the steamer. The policeman on duty at this spot 
made each passenger pay®4 annas, 8 annas, etc., as buckshees to him, before he 
would admit them on to the bridge, The rest of the crowd waited outside 
exposed to the full vigour of the midday sun. This, however, was not 
After a time of waiting came the announcement that the time of departure of 
the steamer had been put off from the hour of 10-30 am. to the hour of 4 P.M. 
And simultaneously with this announcement, the Government police and s 
darwan in the employ of Mesars. Bulloch Brothers began to drive awa the 
people who had found an entrance on to the bridge with every accompamment 


A steamer complaint. 
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‘ndignity and harassment. In the midst of the stampede which ensued as 
— on A of this use of force on the part of the police and the darwun, a cry 
of distress was heard from the lips of one Ramkanta Das (of village Hatia, 
thana Satkania, in ee oy His friend and fellow-villager, Sarat Chandra 
Das, was on the spot immediately, only in time to find Ramkanta falling 
prone on the ground with blood gushing out of his mouth. A few minutes 
more and Ramkanta was a corpse; but not before he could find time to 
communicate to Sarat Chandra that a policeman had caught hold of his neck 
and given him a blow with a baton, which had caused him to fall on the 
ground. Ns gee Prt! 
26. The Dacca Gazette [Dacca] of the 15th May has the following in its 
: nglish columns:— : 
a: * Writes an esteemed correspondent from Comilla 
N under date 24th April: — The newly created 
Railway Board recently made a rule to the effect that in every station tickets 
should be issued sufficiently long before the starting of trains with a view to 
ensure public convenience, in large stations especially. But in some stations 
at least, as I am aware, it is not strictly observed. One instance of the breach 
has of late come to my notice, On Friday last, several passengers travelling 
from Dacca to Narayangunge by the down Mymensingli mail could not procure 
tickets, for the booking-clerk could not manage to mest the requirements of 
the hour. The result was that the passengers on arriving at Narayngunge were 
anxious to procure evidence to prove the absence of any fraudulent intention on 
their part. I beg to invite the attention of the authorities to this important 
matter. In this respect the authorities should follow in the wake of the Postal 
Department, which is always ready to lend a willing ear to complaints of any 
kind and to redress the grievance, if possible, very promptly. On this only 
much of the popularity of the Postal Department depends. I earnestly hope 
that the new Board will leave no stone unturned to remove this inconvenience, 
27. The Samay [Calcutta] of the 12th May refers to the extremely 
insanitary condition of the quarters provided b 
the various Railway Companies in India for their 


Quarters for Indian railway 
employés, 


provided are, in the majority of cases, too small and without anything like 
adequate arrangements for light and air. The plinth of the houses, again, is 
usually at such a low height from the ground-level that a heavy shower 
of rain is usually — to submerge it. In fact, where barracks are provided 
as distinguished from detached houses, the general impression which a visit 
to them leaves on the mind is that of a Black Hole. In conclusion, a 
reference is made to the contrast which the quarters for the European employés 
presents to those for the Indian employés as regards superior comforts and 
surroundings. 

28. A correspondent of the Birbhum Varia [Birbhum] of the 13th May 
_ complains that the manners of the booking-clerk 

of the Sinthia station on the loop line of the 

East Indian Railway towards passengers are extremely uncivil. 

29. The Bangs Darpan [Chinsura] of the 13th May ——e the following 

1 complaints in connection with the management of 
Bengal Bawa oo a „ Railway :— : 


(1) The absence of a waiting-room for females at Caandpur station. 

(2) The absence of special reserved compartments for females in the 
intermediate and third-class carriages in the fast Dibrugarh 
train. | 

(3) The absence of latrine accommodation in the third and intermediate 
class carriages, which causes special inconvenience between 
Chandpur and Tinsaria, a distance of 526 miles. 


A railway complaint. 


(h)— General. 3 
30. The Jyoti [Chittagong] of the 4th May has the following with 
Mr. Cartyle’s circular. reference to Mr. Carlyle’s circular :— „ 


N It is our impression that it is only to a desire 
to subordinate the District Judge to the Divisional Commissioner that this oircular 


Indian employés, It is alleged that the rooms 
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suddenly the circular is issued, to take effect immediately after its issue. 


( 600 ) 


owes its origin, and that all that has been said about the executive avoidi 
l a Judge’s work, except through the High Court, is m ding 
so much form necessary to keep up appearances. What terribly retr 
licy is this that Government is pursuing! Everything is decided u 
in secret, even the acquiescence of the gh Court is secured, and then 


We see in all this the beginnings of a terrible revolution. For some time 
t, a doubt has been perplexing the minds of the Indian public that the 
igh Court nowadays has lost its old independence and submits to be led 
by the executive Government. That doubt is now converted into a certainty, 
Nobody ever could believe that the High Court: would consent, as it has 
done, to transfer its control over the District Judges into the hands of the 
executive as represented by the Divisional Commissioner. The _polic 
enunciated by this circular will have the effect not only of interfering wit 
the administration of impartial justice by the District Judges and their 
subordinates, but also of bringing about a serious decadence in the moral 
tone of the general public and of depriving them of any shreds of manliness 
which they may now possess. 


31. The same paper x . lth May writes in reference to Mr. Carlyle“ 

ane ircular :— | 

a ee It is stated in this circular that the control of tho 
Commissioner over the District Judge should not extend to the Judge’s official 
work but should be confined to other matters (mainly social). That is to 
say, that though there is to be no interference with the administration of 
justice, the interference is to extend to the administrator. What terrible 
cunning! - If the dispenser of justice is brought under control, what is 
left of the independence which ought to mark the dispcnsation of justice? 

If under this circular, Commissioners are vested with the duty of 
reporting to Government on the competence, general behaviour, ete., of 
District Judges, then the same relation will be established between Commis- 
sioners and Judges as now exist between Magistrates and Deput Magistrates. 
The District Judge will move at the beck and nod of the Divisional 
ee Just imagine therefore what a terrible prospect is in store 
or us! 


32. The Hitavadi 3 of the 12th May says that Mr, Curlyle’s 
— eben circular has, by placing the District Judges under 
VP Divisional Commissioners, curbed the powers of 


the judiciary, including even those of the High Court. Government is now 


relieved of the trouble and inconvenience which the independence of District 
Judges often used to put it to. : 
33. Referring to Mr. Carlyle’s circular, the Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of 
0 the 13th May writes as follows :— 
goer soa date: Cheah : “If serious objection,” says the circular, be 
taken to the, Judge’s action in a case in which an a is not considered 
necessary, such cage. should be stated to, the Legal Remembrancer for his 
advice. If he advises.that the Judge is not doing his duty under the law, 
the matter may be brought to the notice of the High Court for such action 
as they may see fit to take.” 1 
Suppose a man incurs the displeasure of the police, and the police send 
him up for trial as a pucca budmash. The Magistrate, who is the head of 
the police, convicts the man, but he is acquitted by the District Judge on 


agistrate writes to the Commissioner that the District Judge has acquitted 
pucca budmash and that through the help of the Legal Remembrancer the 
matter should be brought to the notice of the High Court and the Judge 
reprimanded. The Commissioner writes to the Legal Remembrancer and, 
finally, the District Judge is actually reprimanded by the High Court. 
Again, section 5 of the circular says :— : 


| 2 Thus baffled, the police seeks the help of the Magistrate, and the 
a 


t the District Magistrate differs from the District Judge in regard to any such 
matter, he must not enter into contentious correspondence with him, but should take the 


advice. of the Government Pleader or the Legal Remembranoer, and, if necessary, should 
instruct the Government Pleeder to move the Judge in Court.” 


Tw esa 
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So long the District. Magistrate could in no case question the justice or 
legality . action of . the District Judge. But now he will be able to do 
so in open Court even by means of his subordinate, the Government Pleader. 
This will furnish the District Magistrate with a suitable means of showing his 
disr for the District Jud ; | a 

ection 3 of the ciroular deals with a more serious matter. It says :— 
“There are many cases in which the authority of the Commissioner may be usefully 
exercised. 1 , | ja . 
and— | 1 ' : 7 
4 This may be illustrated by quarrels that lead to friction, discourteous action, end 
disregard of the interests of ,other departments, eto.” 

We fail to understand what is meant by “disregard of the interests of 
other departments.” We know that in cases of unjust assessment or over- 
assessment of taxes or rates people can move the District Judge if they fal 
to obtain redress from the District Magistrate. Departmental interest is 
concerned in such cases. Will the authority of the Commissioner be exercised 
in them? The police and the people frequently come into conflict with 
each other. In such eases the District Judge will henceforward consider 
it his first duty to uphold the interest of the Police Department. 

34. The Basumati (Calcutta) of the 13th May writes as follows with 
reference to Mr. Carlyle’s circular :— 

The nine divisional lords who go by the 
name of Commissioners, although they hitherto possessed authority over 
the ruling deities of the districts in the persons of the istrate-Collectors, still 
could not assert it at all times. It is well that this authority of the Commis- 
sioners over Magistrates is now going to be placed on a firm basis. But 
the proposal to place under the Commissioners’ authority even the District 
Judges excites our alarm. | 

We are afraid, agitation is only leading to evil results. The Indian 
public have been demanding separation of the judicial from the executive, 
they have been praying to have the judiciary freed from the present 
predominance of the executive. But the stronger the agitation on this 
subject is getting, the more the authorities are inclining in the opposite 
direction. The agitation to subordinate the District Magistrate to the High 
Court only evokes a scheme to subordinate the District Judge te 
Divisional Commissioner. | : 

Henceforth the District Judge is to fear the Divisional Commissioner in 
social matters in the same way as the District Magistrate. Too close inti 
between the District Judge and the District Magistrate is not desirable from 
the point of view of the public. And yet if a Judge wishes to act on this 
principle and keep at a distance from the local District Magistrate, he is sure 
to incur the displeasure of the Commissioner. a 

It is announced in this circular that the deeision of the Darjeeling 
Conference has been supported by a number of District Judges ang the 
High Court. That only means that the way to ruin has been made smother. 
That country is sure soon to witness a scene of unparalleled injastiee and 
oppression where the District Judges willingly bring themselves under the 
control of the executive, and where the High Court looks with complacency 
on such subordination on their part. 5 | 

35. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 12th May asks Government why 

strict measures, like those in Bombay, are not 

3 being adopted in Bengal to prevent the sale of 

r e = boys a 1 years of age. The matter should not be 
eferre t xcise Bill comes up for discussion in the Beng 

Legislative Council. ae * eo 

36. The same paper says that Government, by its actions, compels 

) people to discuss the unpleasant topic of race 


The question of race distinction : : 3 
1 ee ae distinction. Euro 


Mr. Carlyle’s circular. 


Sale of liquor: to young boys. 


8 5 the services of natives are available. The: 
authorities will employ Europeans, quite inexperienced’ im the ways and 


manners of this country, in high posts in the police: service and refuse to take 
natives who are better than they in all — — even on A ste * pay, 


le 


BasvUMAtTI, 
May 18th. 1905 


HITAvabt, 


Hava! 


J YoT!, 
May 4th, 1905. 


RATRAKAR, 
May 6th, 1905, 


MEDINI BaNDHav, 
May 10th, 1905. 


( 502 ) 


and then tell the people that all this is done for their 


refuses to believe in the goes 
ungrateful wretch. Mr. 


good. And if an 

intentions of the authorities, he is consid set ae 
range was in the Educational Service in England, 
The Government of India made him the Director-General of Education on a 


salary ten times what he used to receive in England. Would the authorities 
have made this appointment if they had not thought that India’s money was 
ten times cheaper than * 2 money? Was it impossible to secure the 
services of a better man in the Indian Educational Service on a smaller salary? 
All these lead people to believe that the real intention of the authorities is 
anyhow to maintain white men, and that reforms are only feints used for the 
* 


The recent Agricultural Con- 
ference at Chittagong. 


The Jyoti [Chittagong] of the 4th May refers to an Agricultural Con- 
ference which was summoned in the office of the 
local Divisional Commissioner on the 20th April 
last in these terms :— 

We do not understand what results the authorities expect from a 
Conference like this. The majority of those invited to the Conference were 
vakils, only a few of them were petty zamindars, and of these latter, only one 
possesses a small farm. Except this last gentleman, none of the other members 
of the Conference will undertake practical work in agriculture. We do not know 
how fur the other members possess leisure or inclination to study the condition 
of agriculture in this country and its improvement, and how far they can be 
useful in disseminating among practical agriculturists and cultivators the result 
of such study. In truth, we cannot expect an iota of good to accrue to agri- 
culture in Bengal as a result of this Conference. : 

38. The Ratnakar { Asansol} of the 6th May reports that in many places in 
Bengal, the local dealers in salt have formed a 
combination with a veiw to keeping up the selling 
price of salt at five pice per seer, the price at which it stood before the recent 
reduction in the duties. The interference of the authorities is solicited. 

39. The Medini Bandhav [Midnapore] of the 10th May has the following 
editorial paragraph :— 

Nowadays — is issuing Resolution 
after Resolution, and order after order, regarding 
the improvement of agriculture, arts, commerce, education (higher and lower) 
and similar other important concerns of our life. As regards agricultural 
improvement, no pecuniary aid is to be given to the starving cultivator 
to enable him to buy good seeds or good manure, but extravagant sums 
are expended on agricultural research and on the upkeep of expert 
instructors in agriculture. Similarly, if it is our commerce that is to be 
improved, the foreign merchant is first to get his full share of attention 
and satisfaction from the hands of Government. Then, again, with regard to 
the question of educational reform, all the effort seems to be concentrated 
on the work of inspection and administration. What lavishness there is in 
regard to the cause of industrial education in India is indicated by the 


The price of salt. 


Government and certain projects 
of reform. 


—— of only Rs. 10,000 and a monthly grant of Rs. 100 to the Victoria 


SRI SRI VisHNU 
PriYa-0-ANANDA 
BazaR PaTRika, 


May 11th, 1905. 


iamond Jubilee Technical Institute at Lahore! We can easily see from all 


this that all the attention of the authorities seems reserved for the details rather 
than for the large principles, 


40. Referring to the notification which appears in the Calcutta Gazette 
of the 10th May last to the effect that in the office 
of the Board of Revenue, Lower Provinces, 30 per 
cent. of the appointments as clerks on pay of Rs. 40 
and upwards will be reserved for Europeans and Eurasians, the Sri Sri Vishnu — 


Priya-o- Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 11th May writes :— 


The Viceroy has given expression to his hatred for the natives of this 


country by words, while the Lieutenant-Governor has attained the same object 
by depriving them of their means of livelihood. Sir A. Fraser’s father was a 
Christian missionary, to whom India was dearer than England, who passed the 
major portion of his life in the Central Provinces, and who loved Indians better 


than his own countrymen. We fail to understand how the son of such a father 
can come to hate the people of India so. e 


Europeans and Eurasians in the 
office of the Board of Revenue. 
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41. In commenting on the action of Mr. Halleifax, District Magi trate of 


idabad, in the case of Abu Shekh of Gora 
tae ph 69 of the Report on Native 
bth Ma; 


| Mursh 
int against Mr. Hellifax, Bazar [see 
— of ‘Murshide- Papers Lee the week ending the 1 


same r writes :— Bs TERETE 

A perusal of the notice 2 on Abu gives one the impression that one 
has ceased to be a subject of the well-governed British Em governed . 
just Emperor and is living in a country ruled by a terrible barbarian NN 
chief. What terrible oppression ! We enjoy none of the comforts of life—the 
very marrow. of our bones is being constantly ground down by poverty 2 
famine—we are daily perishing in numbers from malaria, cholera an 
plague—our life as a nation itself, in fact, is almost extinct. Are we also to be 
criminally prosecuted, subjected to fines or imprisonment if, in the midst of 
such — | conditions of life, we sing the praises of Him who is our last Ho 
and our last Resource? Where are we? Are wein truth the subjects of a 
benevolent, liberal-hearted, civilized Christian Emperor? Some might imagine 
that Mr. Hallifax is merely a Magistrate and bis action is not final. But we 
see from experience that in India, neither the Viceroy nor the Head of the 
Provincial Government, nor the Divisional Commissioner are anybodies—it 1s 
the Magistrates who are our almighty disposers. There is nobody to control 
them. There is nobody who can check their whimsicalities. These Magistrates 
may interfere at their caprice with the religious observances of the subject 
race, may insult the native on the least provocation, they may oppress and 
harass the public anywhere and everywhere, they may trample on the laws 
and rules of the British Government. They seem to have come to rule India 
with rights and powers which even the Czar of all the Russias does not possess. 


42, The Hindi Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 15th May says that Mr- 
| Hallifax, Magistrate and Collector of Murshidabad, 

nenen wer is very much offended by the sound of music. Of 
late he disallowed the Sankirtan processions of the Hindus and the Maulad 
ceremony of the Musalmans, He was going to take criminal proceedings 
against a Musalman for shying his prayers loudly. ) 


43. The Hitavarta (Calcutta) of the 14th May says that when the Official 
6 Secrets Bill was passing thr the Council we 
, ener e roeznstian. said that the object of the Bill was to harass the 
native press only. At last our prophecy has been fulfilled. The news of 
Lord Kitchener’s resignation has been out in spite of the effort of the Govern- 
ment to keep it a secret. The Anglo-Indian press did not believe the news 
because it was first published in a nny paper of England. : 
Will the authorities kindly explain to us what the object of the Official 
Secrets Act is? 


44. The Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 13th May is unable to guess the 
1 cause of difference which the papers say bas 
— arisen between Lord Curzon and Lord Kitchener. 
In an article in the North American Review, of which Sir Walter Lawrence 
is supposed to be the author, it is hinted that Lord Kitchener intended 
to invade Afghanistan, but the Review of Reviews lays the blame at the 
door of Lord Curzon. Perhaps the difference will be sottled in such a manner 
that no Indian will ever come o know what was being planned. 
Mr. Stead, the well-known Editor of the Review of Reviews, has given 
publicity to a liar news in his issue of the last month, viz., that it was 
Lord Curzon who thought of invading * K but having failed to secure 
the acquiescence of England, he settled the Afghan question by sending a 
mission to Kabul. The North American Review says that Lord Kitchener 
wishes to increase the number of military officers of the British Indian Army 
by more than one thousand, and that he is in favour of appointing Indians 
to these posts instead of bringing them from England, His idea is that 
natives of India should be so trained as to be able to take charge of their 
own army. He is also of opinion that India should produce all the guns, etc., 
that she may need in order that she may not have to depend for arms and 
ammunition on England. The paper after recounting the above concludes by 
saying that Lord Kitchener’s scheme involves a heavy expenditure while India 
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is already labouring under the heavy burden of military expenditure, If this ; 
the 1 int of the difference 3 the two statesmen, the i ce 
support d Kitchener, for who can deny that the appointment of In 3 
to higher military offices and making India manufacture its own arms and 
ammunition is good for this country? 

45. The Dacca Gasetie [Dacca] of the 15th May says that the abolition 


1 of competitive examinations is producing a baneful 

. 2 result. Favouritism is reignin high, and merit 

is being too often neglected. In some cages 

undergraduates have been made Deputy or Sub-Deputy Magistrates in super. 

session of the claims of graduates. The same sort of injustice has been 
done in the recent recruitment of Sub-Inspectors of Police. 


II].— LEGISLATION. 


46, The Charu Mihir [Mymensingh] of the 9th May writes :— 
ae alae The right of ownership of new chur lands is 
r ade en regan’ a fruitful source of disputes in Bengal, the 
strong often trying to oust the weak from the 
latter’s lawfal rights in the matter of the ownership of such lands. For the 
last two years we have been agitating for some measure by which disputes as 
to the possession of chur lands might be avoided and in consequence of which 
the weak might find no difficulty in 8 their rights to a piece of chur 
land against a strong rival claimant. e are happy to see therefore that 

Government has recently drafted a Bill on this subject. 

47. Referring to the proposal to abolish the Assam Emigration Act, the 
Aryavarta [Ranchi] of the 13th May is of opinion 
a Labour and Emigra- that unless the operation of the Act is totally 
withdrawn, difficulties in getting coolies will not 


disappear. 


-VI.—MIscELLANEOUS, 


48. The Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 11th May writes :— 

. 3 close — eg be y gg a4 1857, 
Queen Froclamation an ueen Victoria issued a amation which con- 
ee ee ee ferred certain rights on her Indian subjects. 
Many officials have attempted to violate the promises made in this Proclamation. 
Their idea is that the Proclamation owed its existence to a desire to pacify 
the people after the troublous days of the Mutiny, and that it was not the 
intention of that Proclamation to confer ry Reger and privileges on the Indian 
eople. But we may point to the case of King John and the Magna Charta. 
ing John was a hypocrite who created certain rights to the English people 
out of sheer fear. But has the English nation ever abandoned its claim to 
those rights conferred by a hypocritical ruler, because of the hypocrisy of 
which they were the outcome? The English people have never been deprived 
of the rights which they obtained from a cunning and hypocritical King like 
John, Why then shall the people of India be deprived of rights which were 
voluntarily granted by a Queen like Victoria, the very incarnation of justice 
and mercy? It is not true that Queen Victoria meant that Proclamation 
as a sop to soothe the discontent of the Mutiny. The Ministers had 
another Proclamation in harsh and unsuitable terms, which she rejected 
in favour of the existing one, written by herself, in ious terms and 
granting certain priceless rights to her Indian subjects. There is no cunning 
* hypocrisy underlying it. It is the simple expression of her heart's eimple 
esire. 

The three principal rights granted in the Proclamation had reference 
to (1) the right of adoption conferred on native Princes (2) religious toleration 
and non-interference, and (3) the right of admission to the public service 
irrespective of considerations of caste and creed. It is in regard to this 
point that the Queen's promises are being violated at every step by her 
representatives in this country. Her Majesty's wishes were that Indians 
were to be appointed to every office for which they might be qualified. But 


the rulers of India y ple in actus yeatines. 
obtain redress. But we cannot afford any long inactive in this: 


matter. It is our duty to compel the Government to obey the Queen's 

te. 
mane The names of a large number of native Government officers are here given, 
who, in the opinion of the writer, are each pre-eminent in his own d t 
of work, and quite on a par with, if not superior to, their European co leagues, 
but who yet hold posts inferior to those held by Euro | 

What more instances need we adduce? Unk 
protect our own rights, the Government: will never behave ustly towards 
us. Everything depends on our own exertions. The entire Indian publio 
must be roused by their being made to understand what are the rights which 
we possess under this Proclamation, and which we are being kept out of by 
our Government. 

Our suggestion, therefore, is that the Queen’s Proclamation should be. 
translated into all the Indian vernaculars and distributed among the masses. 
Similarly, a million more copies of the Proclamation should be printed for 
circulation among the English public. Let the rights which the- people possess 
under this Proclamation be explained to the masses and an inquiry demanded 
why they should be kept out of these rights by Government. This Procla- 
mation only granted us our natural rights and we refuse to be kept out 
of them. 3 Sa | 3 
The Indian Association has recently been revivified with a new life. 
Will that Association undertake a monster agitation and awake the masses on 
this question and thereby compel the Government to carry out the Queen’s 
promises? By his promise made at the Delhi Durbar to follow in the footsteps 
of his mother, King Edward has only confirmed and strengthened our rights. 
It is not right that the Indian Government should be permittéd to act against 
the wishes of Queen Victoria and King Edward. Our future welfare depends 
on our own efforts. Will our countrymen still refuse to open their eyes to 
this fact? Let everybody realize to what a terrible pass we are coming. 
Should we not bestir ourselves to protect our rights? 

49. The Jasohar [Jessore] of the 12th May notices with great satisfaction 

3 that the influence of congresses and conferences 
— awakening in the is extending in the country end the spirit which 

. underlies them is taking firm hold of the minds of 
the people, and that Lord Curzon’s Government is the indirect cause of this 
national awakening. Just as the new moon indicates the approach of the full 
moon, so is not Lord Curzon’s Government, with all its acts of repression and 
ere giving an indication of the advent of better days for the 

ndians 

50. The Mohammadi [Calcutta] of the lzth May writes as follows with 

reference to the recent Conference at the British 
Nn of Wales's proposed Indian Association rooms about the forthcoming 
visit to this country of the Prince of Wales:— 

The loyalty of the people of India has always been a matter of general 
knowledge. Time was when the 5 of India acclaimed Akbar as Dili maro 
Jagadiswaro ba (is., the ruler of Delhi is the ruler of the world). The same 
Indian people now proclaim the English as a part of the Divinity. Where 


then is the need for such external show of loyalty on the part of such a people? 


What is the use of all this expense to demonstrate what is universally known ? 
If the Prince comes, well and good. Bid him welcome, show him heart-felt 
respect, and lay at his lotus-feet the story of our sorrows and woes. You are the 
leaders of the country ; behave as real interpreters of our feelings; and work 
for tho oe of our common country. The presence of Royalty is an event of 
rare good fortune amongst us. If auch a piece of good fortune is vouchsafed 


— * by 4 behoves yee to try and make use of the occasion to improve 
e happiness of the masses. Do not tr 1 i , 
and do not merely make a bid f y merely to glorify your own selves, 


or official favour and meaningless titles. II 
you Rajas and Maharajas avert your eyes from the sight of the parched li 


of the poor Indian on this occasion, then it were better that the Prince of Wales 
did not visit India at all. His Royal Highness’s visit should not be made the 


we stir ourselves to 
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occasion for a waste of the money of the hungry ag sor If, as 4 
| impression is made on His ® mind the 
pony nav off then we must be said to have been | oe 


51. In 3 with the forthcoming visit of the Prince of Wales to 
India, the Banga Darpas [ Chinsura] of the 13th May 
The Prince of Wales's visita offers the suggestion that the Congress Committee 
suggestion. should summon the delegates who attended the 
last Congress to re-assemble at Bombay in full strength to welcome His Royal 
Highness. It will have the effect of impressing on the Royal visitor's mind 
in a moment the strength of the feeling of welcome which greets his arrival on 
these shores. Of course, no petitions or prayers should be made to His Royal 
Highness on this ocasion. It will simply be the offering of a national welcome 
to the Prince. And once the Congress Committee can get the honour of being 
received by the Prince of Wales, future Governments in India will no longer 
dare to treat that body with their old disregard. If nothing else is gained as a 
result of the Prince’s visit to India, this alone will be no small gain. 
52. The Hitavadi (Caleutta] of the 12th May says that the intention 
° expressed by Lady Curzon to make a gift of a 
fountain to the Calcutta people as a mark of her 
titude to them for their sympathy with her during her late illness undoubtedly 
— a noble mind, whatever one may think of the character of the gift. 
53. In reference tu Lady Curzon’s pro to 2 a 3 in 
a some conspicuous place on the maidan, the Hindi 
A Bangavasi. [Calcutta of the 15th May says that if 
Her Excellency had some big tanks excavateu in the mufassal for the relief of 
those who are suffering for want of good drinking-wster, Her Ladyship’s charity 
would have been better appreciated. 
54. Referring to Mr. Stead’s criticism of Lord Curaon's policy published 
pi in the Review of Reviews, the Hitavadi (Calcutta of 
Oasen Stead's criticiem of Lord the 12th May says:— | 
— An Englishman of Mr. Stead’s independence of 
spirit can fearlessly speak the truth. And although it does not become us to 
say similar things about His Excellency, we cannot say that Mr. Stead has said 
anything unreasonable. 
55. The Prachar [Caleutta] of April says :— 
. _. The agitation against Lord Curzon’s Convoca- 
ak. Curson's Convocation tion is based on a misconception of His 
Excellency’s words, Is not want of truthfulness 
too palpably manifest in our society? Who can deny that many of our people 
often sadly need the reminder that falsehood is a sin? It is one of the duties 
of the Government to look to the moral welfare of the people, and Lord Curzon 
surely committed no sin by asking them to be truthful. , 


56. Referring to interpelletions on Indian matters in Parliament, the 
3 3 of the 12th May writes as 
What can a few Englishmen do for us? None can help those who cannot 
help themselves. Ages of subjection and slavery have deprived us of our 
manliness and made us mean and servile, contented with small things and over- 
grateful for small gifts. We lick the feet of those who kick us. Those men 
are considered intelligent among us who know how to pocket insults best. If 
ever our thick skin feels the sensation of smarting under the lashes of official 
W r then only the authorities will be obli to give us relief, else not. 
If we had any maliness in us, the authorities would have considered it their 


Lady Curson's fountain. 


first duty to remove the prevailing dissatisfaction in the country about which 


an Hon’ble Member recently spoke in the House of Commons. 
As to the replies which Mr. Brodrick recently gave to some interpellations 
on the question of education in India, does hé know that the cause of true 
education is being ruined in this country by the attempt on the part of the 
authorities to expand primary education at the expense of high education? It 
does not matter whether Government does or does not spend money to show 
the agriculturist’s son a red ball or a brinjal that he may know what redness 
ora brinjal is. The question is what amount of money the Government 
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for the sake of such education as will enable people to attain high 
se in practical arts or attain the higher platforms of knowled ge and 
learning. : 5 5 

rd Curzon! If we ure permitted to disclose our mind without any fear, 
we — say that a more worthless ruler than Your Excellency never set his 
foot on Indian soil. Your indiseretion is the source of man evils. Able 
but conceited, intelligent but proud, learned but envious of ot greatness, 
you are for all practical purposes unfit for the position you now hold. Every- 
one has not the courage to advise you. Those are your. favourites who flatter 
you, and we have not the least doubt that the ignorance, presumption and 
native-hatred of most of them are responsible for all the troubles in the country. 
You have brought disturbance where peace reigned before, and created panic 
where mental ease held undisputed sway. For these you alone are 
responsible to man, God and the Emperor. Rule the people as if they are 
your children, and you will see that even your hardness will produce good 
results ; respect and reverence will take the place of fear in men’s minds and 
peace will reign in the country. : | 


57. Referring to the question asked by some Hon’ble Members in the 
eens of Commons on the subject of education, 
re both primary and secondary, in course of which 
Lord Curzon’s Convocation speech was also referred to, the Hitavarta [Calcutta | 
of the 14th May considers any discussion on the speech as superfluous, but 
asks Mr, Brodrick to say if he is aware that efforts are being made to push 
on primary education at the cost of higher education. It is useless to spend 
money for giving lessons on colour by means of a brinjal. It would be much 
better if boys were taught practical sciences or given higher education. The 
paper then addresses Lord on in the following terms:— 


My Lord, if you forgive me I will venture to say that a more useless ruler 
than you has never and will never come to India. Your ‘hasty actions area 
source of mischief. Although active, you area braggart. You are intelligent 
but blind; though learned, you fail to appreciate the good in others, 
You are really not fit for the position you hold. Noone ventures to give you 
good advice. You have a liking for those who do not contradict you, and 
no doubt these people are the root of all evil. You have spread unrest where 
peace prevailed before. Whoever may be at the root of all these.evils, it is 
you who will be responsible for them to the people, to morality and to His 
Majesty King Edward VII. When you are all in all to the people of India 

ou should treat them as your children, and then alone you will see that good 
as come out of your ‘aa rule, faith in you will take the place of fear in the 
minds of the people, and peace and happiness will reign supreme in the country. 


58. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 12th May says that from the 


| | straitened relations which now exist between Lord 
111 * Earthquake Kitchener and the Government, it would seen as if 
the Earthquake Relief Fund 2 by the former 

were a rival to that opened by the latter. 


59. The Bharat Mitra eee of the 18th May says that Lord Curaon 


as now come to see that the amount realised 
The Earthquake Relief Funds. zubsoription in this country for the relief of a, 


sufferers from the late earthquake will not be sufficient and has had to ask for 


the help of the English public. 


60. The Hitavarta [Calcutta] of the 14th May is glad that the Bengal 


The Earthquake Relief Fund. Chamber of Commerce has opened a list of 


subscriptions for the relief of the sufferers from the 


earthquake, but is sorry to find the Government officials should have been so 
dilatory in raising funds, * 


61. The same paper asks those N e vouths, who had volunteered 
The carthquake. to go to Japan for nursing the sick and wounded 


in the war, to come forward to help their country 


men who have suffered from the earthquake, and ho 
heart will respond and contribute to the lief ‘of the ar cht 3 sympathetic 


HrravVaRta, 
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orities now take pride in telling us that the 
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* 
I Sava Vanika, 
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62. The Hindi Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 15th May has heard tha 
3 i 3 Dr. ash 1 0 e gat e ofan 
resolution of the Town resolution of the Town Hall protest meeting dir 
pers jeer pat to the Seeretary of State for India, * 
having refused to do it, although it is doubtful if be will accept it. The result 
is awaited. 
Lord Curson’s recovery. 


63, The same paper is glad to hear that 
Lord Curzon has now completely recovered from 
is illness. 1 

64. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 16th May writes as follows: 

ages Considering the manner in which we have 

oe of a subject been governed during the last century and a half, 
Pere we can entertain no hope of improvement. The 
principle that there is nothing in this world which one cannot gain if we 
would only try for it does not apply to our case, because we have no indepen- 
dence in our actions. The freedom of the press, of which we boast so much, 
rests only on the favour of others, and can at any moment be destroyed by a 
stroke of the pen, just as it was once destroyed by Lord Lytton. It is true, as 
our English rulers sometimes take pride in pointing out to us, that under the 
Muhammadan rule we could not criticise the actions of our rulers as freely 
as we now do it. But that was because there were no newspapers at that time 
in the country and the 18 of the Musalmans presented few occasions 
for criticism, Did the Muhammadans ever strangle the indigenous arts of India 
for the sake of those of a foreign country? Vid they ever interfere with the 
system of education prevalent in the country instead of helping snd encourag- 
ing it? A subject people can never rise without the help of the Sovereign. 
Marconi and Dr. J. C. Bose invented wireless telegraphy at one and the same 
time. But whilst with the help of the Italian Government the former 
gentleman hus filled the world with his invention, the latter gentleman not only 
received no help from the Government of India but was even discouraged by 
it in many respects. In re ep thousands of rupees are yearly given away 
as pensions to poets, but in india the Government was with difficulty persuaded 
to grant a pension of Rs. 600 per annum to the late poet Hem Chandra 
Banerji. How can we improve? Every one of our limbs is fettered. The 
authorities turn a deaf ear to our. complaints. The Secretary of State for 
India only echoes the merry laugh of the Viceroy in answer to the piteous cries 
of the poor Indians. With the exception of a few Irish members, the House of 
Commons is indifferent to Indian matters. Lord Macaulay once triumphantly 
said that the day on which Indians would, with the help of English education, 
become self-reliant and able to govern their own country, would be the 
proudest day for England. Where has that day now vanished? Our auth- 
have weakened us to such an 
leave us, the Indian Empire will at once collapse like a 


extent that if they 
What a shame for the civilized English nation and a misfortune 


bubble. 
for us! 


Urtya Paprrs. 


65. The Uriya and „ eee [Balasore] of ~ May 2 that 
a arge clouds appear eve ay in the sky in 
1 e in dh. 3 thoug 1055 rainfell Is . insufficient. 
66. The Samvad Vahika | Balasore] of the 4th 
ee April makes a similar statement. 5 
67. The Gamatbasini [Talcher] of the 6th May states that the general 
i health of the Talcher garh is not good. Slight 
. momo.” fever prevails in a ie form. | 
68. The same paper gives a short account of the Conference of the people 
3 hike of Khallicote and Athgarh held at Rambha under 
So oe oe the presidency of the Mabaraja of Mayurbhauj, and 
observes that the Conference was on the whole a success. 
60. In giving a ire 22 S tour of the Raja of 3 
b a 1 | tate the same r points ou a 
nn 8 the part of the Rain aner, a very 


The weather in 8 


useful purpose, inasmuch as the Raja was in a position to attend personally 
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to the complaints and grievances of his own people and to relieve distress 

wherever that was practicable. 3 333 
70. The death of Gourchandra Gajapati Narayan Deb, 0. . E, ** of 
Parlakhemidi, at Waltair, is mourned the 
The Raja of Parlakhemidi’s native papers of Orissa. He was a patriot and had 
=e the true interests of his country at heart. In him 
the Uriyas have lost a true friend. 


71. The Utkaldipika N of the 6th 


The health of Cuttack town. Ma health of the Cuttack 


ay states that the genera 
air a8 tates that t died 
: 72. e same r states two men 
a. Cuttack town last week. 
73. The same paper states that the temperature is rising, that the sky 
becomes cloudy both in the morning and in the 
ee evening, and that high winds are blowing. 
74. The Sankhatras correspondent of the same paper says that cholera is 
3 raging virulently in Sainda near Talingapenth and 
W that the rate of daily mortality is about 2. 
75. The Deopur correspondent of the same paper says that rinderpest has 
Binder pest. not yet abated, but is rather on the increase. 
76. The Jhankar correspondent of the same paper says that the village 
chaukidars are not attending to their watches 
properly. See oy 
77. The Puri correspondent of the same 
aper says that local mangoes, though available, are 
ear. 
78. The Jajpur correspondent of the same paper writes to say that Babu 
a Chandra Maulik, the present Subdivisional 
E o€ Officer of Jajpur, is unpopular and oppressive. 
= | His transfer to some other station is desirable in 
the interests of the people of that subdivision. 
79. The same paper gives a short account of the transformation of god 
ae Jagannath into god Raghunath in Puri, to witness 
aor transformation ceremony at which about 60,000 pilgrims were collected in that 
town. The number of votaries being very large, 
only a limited number could find admittance into the audience hall. Conse- 
quently many had to return disappointed. The confusion and rush were s0 
great that they lent colour to a rumour that several were trampled to death. 
The District Magistrate was therefore compelled to inspect the temple and was 
satisfied that there was no loss of life. 
80. After reviewing the results of the several examinations conducted by 
) the Calcutta University in 1904-1905, the same 
paper observes that Calcutta is the only town in 
Bengal where medicine and engineering in their 
higher branches are taught, but the colleges where those subjects are taught 
cannot afford accommodation to a large number of students. The writer hopes 
that Government will try its best to remove the inconvenience. | 
81. The same paper is omy to note that the reduction of the salt tax so 
| en indly granted by Government does not ben 
ue and the reduction of the the people of Oriasa in any way. This is due es 
the abolition of the manufacture of salt in Orissa 
which has placed that province under the control of the Madras Govern- 
ment so far as tnis important article of food is concerned. The selfish action 
of the salt contractors at Nuapara in the Madras Presidency, combined with the 
indifference of the salt authorities at Ichapur in that Presidency, has prevented 
the people of Orisaa from deriving any direct advantage from the reduction of 
the salt tax. The writer hopes that the present Commissioner of Orissa, who 
is a kind and just officer, will enquire into the matter and move Government to 
revive the manufacture of salt in Orissa, which will no doubt contribute to the 
peace and prosperity of that backward and distressed province. 


NARAYAN CHANDRA BHATTACHARYYA, 
Bengali Translator. 


A chaukidari complaint. 


The mango report. 


The study of medicine and 
engineering. 
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Ditto ditto 


The Commissioners’ Circular ‘on iat = 
More appointments reserved for Europeans and 
Eurasians 


eee eee eee eee | *. 


Hi.-LsoisLATIOx. 
Nil. 
IV.—Nasivs Srarzs. 
Nil. . 


V.—P2osPEots or tz Onors anp OonDITION OF THE 
Porr. 


Cholera and small-pox in the Tangail subdivision... 182 
VI.- Miso TANIoUO. 


The old order e eS 
The gab le qpisitedeers of B 


| aay Ourson s gift to 0 aloutta cee eee K * 


- Hyndman on India 0 geen 


Lord Curzon’s Convocation speech 
Persecution of Buddhists in 


Municipal oppression — — see „ ib. 
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1—Foretex Pornos. . 


3. Judging from a statement made in the House of Lords as to the dun Tom, 
* he achievements of the Kabul Mission, it appears, 1 May 1906. 

The Kabul Mison. writes the Behar Times, that the present has 
done nothing more than confirm the agreement that existed between the 
Government of India and his late father. Thus all the hopes that the Dane 
Mission’ would open Afghanistan to British trade, and establish reilways, 
telegraphs, etc., have come to nought, . and the Mission need never have. been 
despatched, for all the work it has succeeded in accomplishing there is another 

failure which must be put down to Lord Curzon’s account. | 
654. Taking advantage of the Russian disasters in the Far East, writes New inom, 
an New India, England has just made an unsuecessful 1% May 1906. 
— : attempt to coerce Afghanistan into a new agreement ) 

that would have virtually established a British Protectorate in Kabel. It 

only now transpires that the real object of the Kabul Mission was to induce 
the Amir to construct, or allow to be constructed, railways from Chaman to 
Kandahar and from Peshawar to Kabul, to connect Herat, Kandahar, Kabul, 
and Mazar-i-Shazif with the Indian n system; to leave the frontier 
tribes severely alone and to join hands with England in drawing their fangs, 
It was further stipulated to help the Amir with British officers to train his 
army, but His Highness has politely rejected all these proposals, The 
“ yppishness” on the part of the Afghans is, the journal suggests, a | 

due to the conviction that what the Japanese have done, they could do mu 
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better. 


II.-Houn ADMINISTRATION. 
(a) —Pokce. 


655. The Bengalee’s Khulna correspondent reports a most sensational nantes 
eee, case in 3 low? calle Kaorahs were the 7m May 1906. 
victims of wanton oppression by the police, It 
appears that on the night of the 3lst March last, one Kedar Nath Banerjee 
invited the Sub-Inspector of Shyamnagore outpost to a tamasha at Lakshmi 
Vaisnavi's house, which is situated in the Kaorah quarter of the town, 
and when the Kaorahs began to sing Harinam, as usual, it so offended 
the Sub-Inspector that he ordered some constables to put a stop to it at 
once. The Kaorahs, however, persisted in singing until ‘the Sub-Inspector 
himself appeared on the scene, when they decamped, leaving their women 
behind. The cries of the latter, however, brought the frightened Kaorahs 
out of their hiding-places and a desperate struggle a in which the 
Sub-Inspector is reported to have received a slight wound on the head. The 
po have challaned some Kaorahs and the trial is proceeding befare the 
N Officer of hig meine oe os En 
56. So great is the tendency af Government to pitchfork competitions Anmoo parater, 
aan ee _  wallahs into every available Rosson of trust, that the dom May 1006. 
Calcutta omerani of Police, Hindoo Patriot is very doubtful whether a Civilian 
—it goes without saying a junior one—will not be 
the next Commissioner of Police. Such an appointment would perhaps be a 
mistake, particularly at the present moment, when so many intricate reforms 
have to be introduced. Mr. F. L. Halliday, by reason of his long and intimate 
connection with the Calcutta Police, has, in the opinion of the journal, the 
strongest claims to being confirmed in the post in which he is at prese 
officiating, If, however, Government.thinks him unsuitable, then a really 
able and conscientious man should be appointed. Junior Civilians are entirely 
8 2 te 1 and the Patriot earnestly hopes that the Government has 
657. The. Bengaless Malda correspondent..cites five. cases. to show the ms, 
‘ "Superintendent of Police, Malda, accords to his 
a rint falda, accords to ‘his 
subordinates. In thege cases he is alleged to have refused leave to Hindu 
clerks and police officars of long, standing, While in the case Muhammadan 


A sensational police case.“ 


* 


BESNGALEB, 
7th Mal905. 


Amnita Basan 
PaTrRika, 
9th May 1006. 


a f Hn moo Parmor, 
1 9th May 1906. 


Inman MIRROR, 
10th May 1905. 


2 wins 
n e 0 e RR r 


neee, 


* 


n 1 * * +e = 
* > * N N * a * ä ** * N N x : 
* : 1 9 * 2 — se 4 * ur a 2 r „ Sl AEDS 
2 N * Po ip 600 2 — > ‘ . 1 
8 * . . 8 7 * ey 7 * ry ‘ K | 0 * a 
eee 5 3 ges Sl cake OEE ap: si wr 7 K * — 2 
75 eee Pi 3 : n eee eee ee 
pare 8 ' 8 2 1 n a 8 2 — - 
1 5 


Aiton en 


fuse „ r 


„ gz 
Pe 


i : 
; |; 
. * ** . 2 = woh 
Ni 
tie 1 * 7 8 . he 


— 8 
r 
ras Be aaa 


ater cae" 2 


Sub- N sf 
1005 „ he granted leave three times without once requiring him to submit a 
medical certificate. 


( 180 ) 
r enlisted only in December 1903 and transferred in Febru 


) Working of the Courts. 


658. The Bengalee’s Palamau oe * * Mr. 2 the 

See Depu ommissioner, having deprived the late 

int. 5 ene Mauer Abdul Majid, of Kara, of the malikhana 
right in Mooja Jhargelia, together with some immoveable property, fixed the 
llth April as the date for auctioning the above properties. On this, a 
servant of Abdul Rashid, the son of the deceased, filed a petition before 
Mr. Lyall, praying that the order of sale might be set aside on the ground 
that the late Abdul Majid had executed a bond in favour of his son. In the 
event of this appeal being rejected, the petitioner asked for time to enable 
him to have recourse to law; but neither request was entertained and the 
property was put up to auction on the appointed day. At the sale there were 
two bidders, viz., the servant of Abdul Rashid and the servant: of Babu 
Inderdeo Narayan Sinha, of Chander Gardh, the former bidding Rs. 2,900 
and the latter Rs. 2,825. The Deputy Commissioner, however, closed the sale 
at the latter figure! Abdul Rashid accordingly filed a petition asking that 
the property be made over to him as he offered the higher price; but this was 
rejected, together with an application for copies of the papers. | 

If its correspondent’s version is the true one, the Bengalee considers that 
Mr. Lyall’s extraordinary procedure calls for explanation. 

659. The Amrita Bazar Patrika writes, that the sentence of two months’ 
Tigorous imprisonment passed on a Gunner attached 
| | to the Royal Garrison Artillery in Madras for 
stealing a watch from a shop, recalls the case of the Indian lad who was 
sentenced in the Punjab a few years ago to fo years’ rigorous imprisonment 
for a similar offence. That is to say, the latter, although a boy, was punished 
12 times as severely as the Gunner. The Patria, however, has no faith in 
the efficacy of severe punishment, and is glad that the trying Magistrate 
dealt leniently with the offending soldier. It only hopes that he will deal 
in a similar manner with Indians. | 

660. The Hindoo Patriot hasseldom read such a straggling, incoherent, and 
3 judgment as that delivered by Mr. Swan, 
| oint-Magistrate of Alipur, in the tramway assault 
case. He started on the assumption that Captain Ronayne tried to state the 
truth, so far as he remembered the facts. If he digressed occasionally, it was 
due to the circumstances in which he was, and Mr. Swan therefore ignored 
the digressions! But it is impossible that the higher Court to which an appeal 
has been made, will take such a lenient view of the officer’s various conflicting 
statements, and the Patriot earnestly hopes that the unfortunate conductor, 
Raza, will soon be a free man and that Captain Ronayne will find himself in 
Court once again, this time as a defendant, in a case instituted by the Calcutta 
Tramways Company. 3 3 

661. The present Criminal Sessions of the High Court, writes the Indian 

| F Mirror, promises to be of exceptional importance 
of ee Hi Goering! Sessions for two reasons. In the first place, the Chief 

en Justice is presiding over them, and in the second, 
Sir Francis with his characteristic vigour and promptitude, has proposed to take 
action respecting the irre ity of which Mr. Kingsford, the present Chief 
Presidency Magistrate of Calcutta, has been guilty in omitting to record the 
examination of the accused before committing them to the Sessions. It seems 
that in not a single case has Mr, Kingsford recorded the examination of the 
accused, although both law and practice demand that it should be fully recorded. 
Such gross irre ity is appalling and proves conclusively that the experi- 
ment of having a Civilian Magistrate has failed. The mainstay of British rule 
in India is the belief in the popular mind that justice is meted out impastialty, 
and once this belief is shaken the Indian Empire will be shaken to its foun 
tions. Moreover, it will not take long to shake this belief when the people 


Theft by a European Gunner. 


The tramway assault case. 
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t Civilians without any legal training, save what they learn from the. 

oa Hr ame mufassal, org bo to ride roughshod over established: la 
l i hts. a a 0 N f 

* 602. The Hooghly correspondent of the Amrita Basar Patria writes 

that a prisoner sentenced to imprisonment for theft 

Assault on the Joint- Magistrate flung 0 at the trying Magistrate, Kumar 

e „ Gitendts Naray Deb, which fortunately missed 

him. He was 725 up for trial bette 3 Magistrate and, entered to six 
‘months’ ‘rigorous imprisonment, the sentences to fun concurrently. 8 

me 663. The Bungalee writes that an Indian gentleman of good social 

standing who appea as a witness in a 


Bullying witnedsce in mufaseal oertain case in which his ws by the Court of 
— | Wards, were concerned, wrongly declared in the 


course of his cross examination that a witness had given evidence on a “technical” 
point instead of à “formal” one. The European pleader for the opposite patty 
pounced upon this error at once, and, interrupting the proceedings, sententi Baß. 
remarked:— This comes of your examining a Jabberjee Muncherjee in English. 
Why don’t you question him in the vernacular?” The journal is of opinion that 
the Court 8 ould have rebuked the offending pleader for his interruption. 
European lawyers have yet to learn that abuse is not argument and insolence 
not wit. 


* 


(e) — Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


664. The Bengalee’s Fenk correspondent complains that the public suffer 
very much for want of good drinking water during 
the summer, as the water from the Government 
tank, which is the only source of water - supply, is drained off by means of the 
channel on the side of the Chittagong Trunk Road, leaving very little water 


Water-scarcity in Feni. 


2 the dry season. The District Magistrate proposed that this channel 


chould be blocked up, but the Commissioner has rejected this proposal and 
suggested that a well should be sunk somewhere in the town. N 

665. The Bengalse invites the attention of the Lieutenant-Governor, the 
8 : Chairman of the Corporation, and the Commis- 

bed oppression. = _ sioners, to the following typical case of munici 

oppression in connection with the revision of assessment in respect of thé 
premises No. 62, Rutton Sircar’s Garden Street. The old assessment which was 
made in 1898, stood at Rs. 735, but in March 1904 the owner was served with 


a notice informing him that the annual valuation had been raised to Rs. 1, 175 


an increase of 60’per cent.—owing to the “increase in the present estimated 
value of land.” The assessee submitted a petition to the Vice-Chairman pro- 
testing against this exorbitant enhancement, but before a date had been fixed 
for the hearing of the appeal the tax-collector presented himself with the bill 
for the quarter made out on an annual valuation of Rs. 950! This decrease was 
indeed a substantial one and appears to have been brought about by the mere 
act of the owner filing a petition, which goes to show that the underlings of the 
Assessor's Department are in the habit of arbitrarily raising the annual valüa- 
tion, probably not without-an eye to their own benefit. The Vice-Chairman 
further reduced the figure to Rs. 924, but this decision did not satisfy the 
owner, who appealed. to the Chief Judge of the Small Cause Court against it, 
with the result that the amount was reduced to Rs, 755 and the defendant 
Corporation was ordered to pay the custs of the appeal! Who, asks the Bengalee, 
18 responsible for the scandalous state of things disclosed above? Should not 
the high-handedness of the municipal executive be effectually put a stop to? 


(7)}—Railways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


666. The Bengake writes that it is a cause of serious complaint on the 
A milway grievance. part of the travelling public that No. 102 down 


train on tle Southern Section of the Eastern Bengal 


State Railway should be exelusively reserved for prod This tre 

Railw be e produce vendors. train 
leaves Balliaghata at about 1-45 P. u., and would be very convenient for those 
mufassal people who come into Galeutta in the morning and finish their 
business by mid-day. As u matter of fact, the class of people for whom. this 
train is at present reserved do not leave Calcutta before 7 or 8 P. M., and the 
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journal accordingly urges that the railway authorities should reconsider their 
e in — to this particular tabs being po there for produce vendors 
only. | 


(h)— General. 


10411 667. It appears, writes the Bengalee, that Mr. Hallifax, the Magistrate of 

ping May 3 b , 1 Murshidabad, has supplemented his order prohibit- 

a Magistrate of ing Sankirtan parties from promenading the streets 

88 after 10 p.m, by a similar one affecting the Muham- 

madans, and a Muhammadan resident has already been called upon to show 
cause why he should not be prosecuted for disobeying the order by singin 

hymns till the small hours of the morning on the 30th ultimo. The j anal 

regards this as a serious encroachment on the religious rights of the people, and 

hopes that Sir Andrew Fraser will not countenance such unwarrantable 

interference. If Mr. Hallifax’s nerves are so shattered that the least noise 

upsets him, he had better go on medical leave at once. | 

INDIAN EMPIRE. 668. The Indian Empire complains that the order of the Magi trate of 

16th May 1905. Murshidabad prohibiting the singing of religious 

anaes songs after 10 P. u., has aden 8 wounded the 

religious feelings of the Hindus and Muhammadans alike. What is worse, 

offenders are threatened with criminal prosecution. Such a procedure does 

not savour of religious toleration, which is one of the fundamental rinciples of 

British rule, and it is expedient that the erring Magistrate should be set right 

‘without delay. : 

Aura Bazan 669. It is quite possible, writes the Amrita Bazar Patrita, that comin 
Parniza, from a hackward Province, where a single Judici 
Commissioner is the highest judicial authority, 
Sir Andrew Fraser was not aware that his recent circular placing Judges under 
the control of Commissioners, amounted to a disregard of the legal authority 
vested in the High Court. Under existing arrangements, if a Judge is. guilty 
of a miscarriage of justice, the law gives the Government thg right to appeal to 
the High Court against his decision; but, in accordance with the present 
circular, if serious objection is taken to a Judge’s action in a case in which an 
appeal is not considered necessary, then à reference should be made to the 
Legal Remembrancer, and if he advises that the officer in question is not doing 
his duty under the law, then the High Court will be asked to take any action 

they may deem fit, Thue, in every little case where an appeal is not ne 
the executive will be in a position to move the High Court through the Com- 
missioner and thus cause judicial officers a considerable amount of annoyance 
and trouble. In these circumstances, Judges cannot but be influenced and 
in the course of time the Judiciary will be throughly ‘ subordinated to the 
executive,” leaving the public to the tender mercies of high-handed and 
unsympathetic Magistrates. - - 
Inptaw Eurmz, 670. The Indian Empire writes that the Government are doing all in their 
16th May 1905. . power to create a bitter racial feeling in the 
Eee sPPointments reserved for country, for with every announcement made on 
di Pen the subject of ‘‘regulafing appointments in the 
clerical service,” a larger precentage of posts is being secured to Europeans and 
Eurasians, The latest notification on this subject reads thus: —“ In the office 
of the Bourd of Revenue, Lower Provinces, thirty per cent. of the appointments 
on a pay of Re. 40 and upwards will be teserved for Europeans and Eurasians.” 
This is nothing short of jobbery and is directly op to the solemn pledges 
repeatedly made to the people of India. Lord Curzon never tires of protest- 
ing that the Government are equally mindful of the interests of all classes, 
but Indians know to their cost that this is not the case. 


Eth May 1906. The Commissioners’ Circular. 


V.—PROSPECTS OF THE Crops Ap CoNDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 
kart, 666. East writes that cholera and small-pox are decimating the inhabi- 


14th May 1006. : 3 tants of the Tangail subdivision, especially in P atol 
Tanga MT in the and the neighbouring ‘villages. 8 medieal 


ieh. xelief is urgently needed, and the journal appeals 
to the Magistrate of Mymensingh and the District Board to take drastie 


measures to suppress the epidemic, 


nee” Ae ew 
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VI.—MIsceLLAsEous. 


The Bengalee agrees with an English publicist of note that the’ time 
1 pais * come when Europeans and Anglo -Indians 
The old order changeth. ee 


should learn to comport themselves civilly toward: 
their Asiatic fellow-subjects. The reverberation of the Japanese victories has 
made this indispensably necessary, and signs are not sg, Thee show that 
a change has come over the spirit of the times. The other day a sergeant 
in the British Army assaulted a Punjabi shop-keeper at Rawalpindi and had 
serious cause to regret his impulsiveness, for he got more than he was able 


Burda. 
7th May 


to give. Still more recently Captain Ronayne prosecutes a tramway conductor | 


for committing a “fearful” assault upon him. These are straws which 
indicate which way the wind is blowing. | ja 
673. The Indian Nation seriously comments on the want of patriotism 
| aand public-spiritedness of the Bengalis in not 
The  public-spiritedness of starting any movement whatsoever for the relief of 
ee the sufferers from the recent earthquake. It is 
true that the attention of the entire Province was absorbed at the time in 
preparations for the Conference, but the journal finds it difficult to believe 
that the Bengali would have displayed the same apathy had the Punjabis been 
co-nationalists. The former may unite with other races in political ‘differences 
with the Government, but when so great a calamity as the recent earthquake 
which has plunged thousands in misery, in no way appeals to their sense of 
humanity, the only conclusion to be arrived at is that the Bengalis do not 
realize that there is any sympathetic tie connecting them with the other races 
of India. : ee 
671. Referring to the Amrita Bazar Pairika’s “unseemly” remarks about 
the site that has been selected for the erection of 
the fountain which Lady Curzon is presenting to the 
town of Calcutta, the Bengalee informs its contemporary that the site selected 
is the donor’s own choice ian that any further comments would therefore be 
totally unnecessary, more particularly as the situation bas met with the approval 
of the most representative members of the Indian community. ax 
675. Referring to Mr. Hyndman’s article in the latest number of Justice 
1 regarding the condition of India under a Conserva- 
* . on Cae tive Government, the Amrita Ba r Patrika writes 
that the people dread the expected return of the Liberals to power, lest it 
should place India at the tender mercy of Sir Henry Fowler again. The 
march of events, however, has shown that India should not pin all ‘her faith 
on the Liberal party, for the Imperialist Tory, the Imperialist Unionist, and 
the Imperialist Liberal are all convinced at heart that the dominance of the 
white races abroad must be rigidly maintained. But Mr, Hyndman bids the 
people of this country not to despair, for there is an active and a growing 
party in Great Britain itself that would welcome any change that would for 
ever put an end to a system of rule involving the impoverishment, starvation, 
and ruin of an entire race. = = =~" | eee Ca BAGS Ye 
676. The Hindoo Patriot fears that although very valid reasons have been 
| given for submitting the resolutions passed at the 


Lady Curzon’s gift to Calcutta. 


Rb rotesting against His ‘Excellency 


Hall protest meeting. 


Secretary of State for India direct, the representation will be returned owing to 
its not having been sent through the “ proper channel,” although the proper 
channel ” is well known to be impassable in this instance. The journal. thinks 
that such cases should not be dealt with in the ordinary manner, and is of opinion 
that the Secretary of State may very properly act upon information derived 
from sources other than the Government of India, as this will tend to keep 


* 


the authorities here in check. : | 
677. The favourite theme of Anglo-Indian administrators, writes the 
The gely fall, aed a eee ent 
5 3 0 she is experienc 
British rule. Is this ge however, A by a single diskeheitsied on 
looker ? M. Chailley Birt, the distinguished Frenchman who recently visited 
India, says in his report on the British administration of the country, that the 
one feature that left the deepest impression in his mind was the appalling 


the Viceroy’s Convocation’ speech to the Under- | 


9th May 1905. 
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10th May 1905. 


Huypoo Parrior, 


10th May 1905. 
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e le. The vision of the Taj may fade, but not the poverty 
undred millions who drag on a miserable and cheerless existence, 
This gloomy picture is still further blackened by the eminent Sir Frederick 
Treves, who says that melancholy hangs over the land and the people.” 
Thus it isthe tragedy. of the situation that has left an indelible impression 
in his mind, not the proverbial usness of the East or the splendour of the 
lives lived by the Princes of 


Feds. When three such men as Mr. Naoroji, 


M. Chailley Birt, and Sir Frederick Treves are united in thinking that n 
is 80 wns Nas in India as the poverty of her population, the combined weight 


of their impartial testimony cannot be lightly set aside by responsible rulers, 
678. The Bengalee wishes Mr. Gokbele and his co 


leagues Lala Lajpat 
ah who tt or 


Rai and Mr. Muhammad Ali Jinn 
ee England on rye 3 next, a bon voyage, and 
reminds them that the hopes and aspirations of the Indians are centred in them. 
The General Election being still out of sight, they will.be able to address a 
large numbers of constituencies, and their labours cannot wholly be in vain. 
It will, however, not be their fault if they.are driven to plead the cause of 
their country before Liberal gatherings only, for it rests with the Conservatives 
to decide whether India should abandon the hope of getting any help from 
them in her present struggle for ‘national existence. 
679. To assert, as the Secretary of State has done, that Lord Curzon is 
. the victim of a wrong interpretation, is, the B 


alee 
writes, a 1 spk foolish way of trying to alley 
the general discontent caused by His Excellency’s Convocation speech. The 
defence is puerile in the extreme and argues Lord Curzon’s unfitness to preside 
over the destinies of three hundred millions of His Majesty's subjects, It is indeed 
possible for a few individual persons to misunderstand what one says, but to 
contend that a whoie nation has misinterpreted a carefully prepared address 
delivered by a responsible ruler is absolute folly. The apology carries its own 
refutation. The far nobler course would have.been to have acknowledged the 
error—grave though it is—and to have made the amende honorable. 
680. With a view to removing, as far as possible, the social abuses and 
plete A litical evils that exist at present among the 
we” of Buddhists in Buddhist community in India and Ceylon, a 
correspondent, writing tothe Indian Mirror, suggests 
that educated young Buddhists should come forward and form the nucleus of 
a band of preachers who, like Anagarika Dharmapala, should go from ne 
to village elevating and instructing the masses. It is from a want of public 


workers and speakers that all their troubles and political grievances originate. 
681. New India writes that India is suffering very materially owing to 
nm il ai the existing relations with the mother-country. 
W e The population is a starving one owing to the 
heavy demands made on Indian revenues 1 the military genius of the 
people is being stunted owing to their exclusion from the higher ranks of the 
army, their innate or gpd or administration is being gradually suppressed, 
ah their N wonder of the world is allowed no scope whatsoever. 
is is the abj 


condition to. which the country is fast sinking, and it is for 
England to decide whether she has reason to be proad of the results obtained 
after an occupation of over two hundred years 
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